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Hello! My name is Maria Macias, and | am a new ALT in Kyotamba. | am from the Central Valley
of California in the United States. | like to bake and visit museums. My favorite drink is coffee, but |
want to try Japanese tea. | am very excited to meet everyone here and begin working at the junior
high and elementary schools. | hope to share my Mexican-American culture with everyone.
Learning to make Japanese food is something | would like to accomplish.

My first impression of Kyotamba is that the town is lovely. The people here have been so warm
and welcoming. This has helped me because | was a little nervous to meet new people since | don’t
speak Japanese. However, | want to learn and would love to chat with everyone.

| look forward to trying all the delicious Kyotamba food | have been hearing about. | am also
interested in taiko drumming. | hope | get the opportunity to try it. Please help me learn Japanese, and

| will help you with your English! | also speak Spanish. Please come up to me to say “Hola, como estas?”
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When | first came to Kyotamba in August 2022, | had never seen somewhere so vibrantly
green in all my life! | couldn’t believe that | was going to live in such a place. Back then |
had no intention of staying for three years, but | quickly came to love the town, with its
kind people, interesting food culture, and beautiful nature.

Every year was better than the last, as | came to understand and appreciate Japanese
culture, the Japanese language, teaching English. | also feel | came to learn more about
myself, and my own country. | look forward to moving back to the UK with a new
perspective on my home country!

| feel privileged to have lived and worked here. Teaching elementary and Junior High
School students, getting involved with local festivals, the International Exchange
society,experiencing traditional Japanese activities like wadaiko and kemari, are all
experiences | will treasure forever. | can’t wait to visit again! Thank you!
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